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Abstract

The language of revelation, characterized by its multiple semantic layers and
systematic structure, has consistently provided a dynamic foundation for linguistic
and semantic investigations. In this context, a semiotic analysis of challenging verses
can open new vistas for understanding the processes of signification and meaning
production in sacred texts. The verse "a calf, a body that lowed" (‘ajlan jasadan lahu
khuwar), given the ambiguities surrounding the nature of the "calf" and the sound of
"lowing," represents a pivotal point in the divergence of exegetical opinions,
necessitating a rereading through the lens of modern semiotic theories. Accordingly,
the present study aims to elucidate the significatory processes of this verse, seeking
to answer the question of how Charles Peirce's triadic elements—Icon, Index, and
Symbol—are represented in the interpretations of this verse. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical method based on Peircean semiotics, this research demonstrates that the
diversity of exegetical views stems less from lexical disagreements and more from
the commentators' approach to the nature of the sign and its nexus with the
interpretant. Findings based on the categorization of the Immediate, Dynamic, and
Final Interpretant indicate that the vocabulary of the verse transcends mere acoustic
representation and evolves into a symbolic sign of deception and deviation. The
results suggest that Peirce's semiotic framework not only reveals the richness of the
exegetical tradition in grasping the pedagogical and ethical layers of the Samiri
narrative but also provides an efficient model for the modern analysis of other
Quranic verses
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