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Abstract

In the process of translation, the accurate transfer of meaning from the source
language to the target language is always accompanied by challenges, particularly
when words possess multiple meanings. This issue assumes greater significance in
the translation of the Quran, as the selection of each meaning can lead to divergent
interpretations in theological, exegetical, and jurisprudential contexts. Consequently,
choosing the appropriate meaning in the target language requires careful and
systematic analysis. To address these challenges and gain a deeper understanding of
lexical meanings, the use of hermeneutic approaches is essential. These approaches
clarify the process of meaning formation in the text and its transfer to the target
language, providing an analytical framework for examining the translator’s
decisions. Accordingly, the present study examines the translation of twenty
polysemous words from the Quran across twenty-six different translations. The data
were analyzed using Steiner’s hermeneutic model, which comprises four stages:
initiative trust, aggression, incorporation, and compensation. This model enables a
detailed examination of translators’ strategies when dealing with polysemous terms.
The study employs a descriptive-analytical method and aims to investigate
translators’ responses to the primary and secondary meanings of Quranic words. The
results show that translators have used three strategies in translating polysemantic
words in the Holy Quran: focusing on primary meanings, employing both primary
and secondary meanings simultaneously, and prioritizing secondary meanings. This
diversity reflects the absence of a consistent approach in translating polysemous
words; nevertheless, in most cases, the translations were successful and satisfactory.
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